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PREFACE

(l) art of the Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center’s mission, as outlined in its
founding legislation, is to serve as a catalyst for change in the way government decisions
are made by providing insight into the broader context. To do so, the Center was charged with
responsibility for considering the long-term implications of policy, critical trends, and emerging
issues that may have a significant impact on the state. This is the fourth in a series of volumes
focusing on the status of 26 long-term goals derived from a citizen vision of the Common-
wealth’s future. The report includes benchmarks or indicators that are measures of the progress
made toward each goal and the results of a statewide opinion poll that gauged citizen assess-
ments of progress and the importance of each goal. This report should be of interest to all who

believe in the importance of improving Kentucky’s future.

KENTUCKY

LONG-TERM POLICY RESEARCH CENTER

T he Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center was created by the General Assembly in
1992 to bring a broader context to the decisionmaking process. The Center’s mission is to
illuminate the long-range implications of current policies, emerging issues, and trends influenc-
ing the Commonwealth’s future. The Center has a responsibility to identify and study issues of
long-term significance to the Commonwealth and to serve as a mechanism for coordinating re-
sources and groups to focus on long-term planning.

The Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center is governed by a 21-member board of di-
rectors that includes four appointees from the executive branch, six from the legislative branch,
and 11 at-large members who represent universities, local governments, communities, and the
private sector. From the at-large component of the board, six members are appointed by the
Governor and five by the Legislative Research Commission. In accordance with its authorizing
legislation, the Center is attached to the legislative branch of Kentucky state government. The
composition of its board, however, affords it functional independence and permits it to serve
both the executive and legislative branches of government equally, as well as the public.

Michael T. Childress is Executive Director of the Center. Those interested in further infor-
mation about the Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center should contact his office at:

111 St. James Court
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-8486

800-853-2851 or 502-564-2851
Itpre@lrc.state.ky.us
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INTRODUCTION



A SHARED VISION OF KENTUCKY’S FUTURE

q" he Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center joined with
the Kentucky Center for Public Issues in 1994 to conduct 15
public forums around the state that invited citizens to engage in a
dialogue about the future of their state. About 300 people
participated in these forums, sharing the goals they believed were
central to a bright future for the Commonwealth.

These hopes and dreams for Kentucky and from Kentuckians
were then carefully weighed and distilled into a draft vision
statement. In a series of mailings, this draft vision statement was
shared with thousands of people around the Commonwealth and
with approximately 250 people who attended the Center’s October
3, 1995, conference, Visioning Kentucky’s Future, which was held
in Lexington. The general public was also invited to comment and
contribute to the final vision statement.

After carefully considering all of the many comments and obser-
vations offered by interested individuals from across the state, the
following vision statement was developed by the Kentucky Long-

Term Policy Research Center and its Board:

We envision a future for the Commonwealth of Kentucky
that unites us in common purpose and builds on the strengths
of our heritage and our resources. We see vibrant, nurturing

communities, lifelong, quality educational opportunities, a
sustainable, prosperous economy, a clean, beautiful
environment, and honest, participatory government at all levels.




THE GOALS IMPLIED BY THE VISION

T he wvision statement developed in response to public
expressions of hopes and dreams for the future of the
Commonwealth encompassed and implied myriad long-term goals.
To help gauge progress and facilitate the realization of the people’s
vision of a preferred future, 26 long-term goals were crafted. They
are the core ideals which emerged from the Visioning Kentucky’s
Future project.

The following 26 long-term goals for the future of the
Commonwealth were developed by the Kentucky Long-Term Policy
Research Center’s Board of Directors after careful study of similar
plans in other states and the strategic plans that had been developed
by many public, private, and nonprofit entities in Kentucky. The

Board shaped goals appropriate to circumstances in our state and

consistent with the citizen goals expressed in the vision statement.

vibrant, nurturing communities

The goals are:

GOAL 1: Kentucky communities will be safe and caring places that
enable all citizens to lead productive, fulfilling lives.

GOAL 2: Kentucky’s communities and citizens will share responsibility
in helping families succeed.

GOAL 3:  Kentuckians will have decent, safe, and affordable housing.

GOAL 4: All Kentuckians will have access to affordable, high-quality,

and comprehensive health care that stresses the importance of
preventive care.

GOAL 5:  Kentucky communities will have high levels of trust and civic
pride realized from broad citizen participation in their
continuous development.




THE GOALS...

GOAL 6: Kentucky communities will value and respect all individuals
regardless of culture, race, ethnic background, religion, or
gender.

lifelong, quality educational opportunities

GOAL 7: Kentuckians will have an education system of lifelong
learning that exemplifies excellence.

GOAL 8: Kentuckians will have equal opportunity to obtain an
internationally competitive education.

GOAL 9: Kentucky’s children will come to school ready and able to
learn.

GOAL 10: Kentucky’s children will have safe, stable learning
environments.

GOAL 11: Kentuckians will promote partnerships among parents,
schools, and communities to enhance the social and
academic development of children.

GOAL 12: Kentuckians will have opportunities to appreciate,
participate in, and contribute to the arts and humanities and
historic preservation.

a sustainable, prosperous economy

GOAL 13: Kentucky will end poverty and alleviate its adverse
consequences and debilitating effects.

GOAL 14: Kentucky will have diversified long-term development that
stresses competitiveness and a rising standard of living for
all citizens while maintaining a quality environment.

GOAL 15: Kentucky will benefit from participation in an integrated
global economy.

GOAL 16: Kentucky will maintain and enhance a strong farm economy
through diversification, internal networks, and agricultural
processing industries.




GOAL 17: Kentucky will develop and enhance its physical
infrastructure to support and sustain economic development
and a high quality of life.

GOAL 18: Kentucky will develop a state-of-the-art technological
infrastructure that complements its learning culture and
bolsters its competitive position in the world economy.

GOAL 19: Kentucky will establish a fair, competitive, and responsible
fiscal, tax, and regulatory structure.

GOAL 20: Kentucky will create an entrepreneurial economy.

a clean, beautiful environment

GOAL 21: Kentucky will protect and enhance its environment through
the responsible stewardship of its natural resources and the
preservation of its scenic beauty.

GOAL 22: Individuals, communities, and businesses will use resources
wisely and reduce waste through recycling.

GOAL 23: Kentucky communities will foster and promote a high level of
environmental awareness and pollution abatement.

honest, participatory government at all levels

GOAL 24: Government at all levels will be accountable, open,
participatory, and responsive to the changing needs of
Kentuckians.

GOAL 25: Kentucky will ensure a fair, equitable, and effective system
of justice.

GOAL 26: Citizens should continue to broaden their understanding of
issues, play a role in the civic life of their communities, and
recognize the enduring importance of their participation.




MEASURING OUR PROGRESS

T o measure progress toward realization of these 26 goals for
the future of the Commonwealth, the Kentucky Long-Term
Policy Research Center sought broad input into the development of
benchmarks or “indicators of progress.” These indicators of
progress help approximate how well the state is doing with respect
to the 26 goals. For example, indicators of progress for Goal 1:
Kentucky communities will be safe and caring places that enable
all citizens to lead productive, fulfilling lives, include measures of
how safe people feel in our communities, how the state’s crime rate
compares to national rates, and how many neighbors and friends
people feel they can rely upon in times of need.

In addition to the indicators, the Center sought to determine
how citizens feel about the progress we are making on these 26
goals in a statewide survey. In August 2001, the University of
Kentucky Survey Research Center mailed surveys to 3,000
randomly selected Kentucky households. The survey asked citizens
for their assessment of whether the state is “making progress,”
“losing ground,” or “standing still” on each of the 26 long-term
goals.! The survey also asked citizens to list, in order of
importance, the three goals they think are most important to
Kentucky’s future. The full results of this citizen assessment of
Kentucky’s progress are presented here.

Do citizens think we are making progress? Generally, citizens
who responded to the survey believe that Kentucky is making
progress toward most of the goals. Figure 1 shows, for example,
that 23 of the goals are in “making progress” territory; in other
words, they received a higher percentage of “making progress”
votes than “losing ground” votes.” Conversely, we are seen as, on

balance, “losing ground” in our progress toward three goals.

! The surveys were mailed in August, 2001, and the survey was closed on October 10, 2001. The
Center received a total of 773 eligible responses.



In Figure 1, we rank all 26 goals in the order of citizen
assessment of overall progress. In this chart, a higher positive
number indicates the perception of greater progress. Conversely, the
lower the number, the less progress citizens perceive. Negative
numbers are possible in this scoring method; these goals are
considered to be losing ground. Kentuckians feel the Common-
wealth is making its greatest progress towards Goal 12—arts oppor-
tunities—along with Goal 21—environmental protection—and Goal

1 1—partnerships to promote education. For the first time since we

started this survey, only three goals fall in the

negative or “losing ground” range of the assess- As the economic prosperily

of the 1990s faded into the past,
Kentuckians saw the

ment. They are Goal 4—accessible, quality health
care, Goal 13—end to poverty and its effects, and
Goal 19—fiscal, tax, and regulatory structure.

This increased optimism is further reflected in
measures of citizens’ overall opinion regarding the

state’s progress toward its vision. The average pro-

state as losing ground in its
efforts to end poverty and
its debilitating effects.

portion of respondents indicating that Kentucky is
losing ground in each of the 26 goals declined from approximately
25 and 26 percent in survey years 1998 and 2000, respectively, to a
low of 19 percent for 2002. This positive shift away from the
“losing ground” territory was split between the other two choices,
leading to moderate changes in these measures. The average propor-
tion of Kentuckians who feel the state is “standing still” increased
from 37 to 38 to 41 percent in 1998, 2000, and 2002, respectively.
Finally, on average, approximately 39 percent of Kentuckians see
the state as progressing toward all 26 goals in 2002, compared with
36 percent in 2000 and 38 percent in 1998.

2 We gave +1 point to each goal that a respondent felt was “making progress” and -1 point to each
goal believed to be “losing ground.” A response of “standing still” received no points. For example,
Figure 1 shows Goal 12 with 345 points, more than any other goal. This is the sum of +1 multiplied
by 418 “making progress” votes, -1 multiplied by 73 “losing ground” votes, and 0 multiplied by 274
“standing still” votes.




WHERE CITIZENS THINK WE STAND

Figure 1
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THE GOALS MOST IMPORTANT TO CITIZENS

/14 s in years past, we asked citizens to list the three goals they
consider the most important to Kentucky’s future.” In Figure 2,
we found that the priorities of Kentuckians changed somewhat in the
wake of September 11. In general, those goals addressing more im-
mediately felt issues, such as those regarding family, community,
health care, and education, ranked relatively highly. The more dis-
tant the issue, such as the global economy or the environment, the
lower the importance in the eyes of Kentuckians.

Citizens elevated Goal 1—safe and caring communities—trom
its position as the third most important goal in 2000 and second in

1998 to the most important goal for the future.

Goal 2—responsibility for family success—made

In a post-September 11 era,
citizens cited “safe and caring

its way into the top three for the first time since
we began this survey. While citizens cited Goal ee o
4—accessible, quality health care—as the most communities” as the most
important goal for the future in 2000, it came in important goalfor thefutul"e.
third in 2002, close behind Goal 2.
For the first time, Goal 7—excellent system of lifelong learn-

ing—slipped out of the top three to fourth place, perhaps reflecting a
waning of urgency as education reforms take hold. Goal 3—decent,
safe, affordable housing—moved from sixth to fifth place. As Figure
2 shows, however, the overall ranking of the second through fifth
goals, based upon the point system used, shows only marginal dif-
ferences in the importance assigned to Goals 2, 4, 7, and 3.

The least important goals cover an array of topics. Goal 12—arts
opportunities—garners the lowest score. The next three least impor-
tant goals address Kentucky’s participation in a global economy, en-
vironmental awareness, and an entrepreneurial economy.

3 We gave three points to the goal each respondent listed as the most important, two points to the goal
each respondent listed as the second most important, and one point to the goal each respondent listed
as the third most important. In this way, we can rank each of the goals by points to determine which
goals are deemed most important.




CIT1ZENS RANK GOALS BY IMPORTANCE
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CHANGES IN CITIZEN OPINION

T

progressing toward their realization reveals how citizen opinion has

he rankings of each goal based on the importance citizens as-
sign to them and their assessment of how well Kentucky is

changed over the six-year period during which these surveys were
conducted. Table 1 presents the results of each survey based on
these two criteria. The higher the “importance rank™ the greater the
importance citizens placed on that goal in that particular year. An in-
crease in the “assessment rank™ indicates citizens think Kentucky is
making greater progress in achieving the goal. It is interesting to

note the relative changes in each ranking. For instance,
an increase in both the importance and progress rank in-

A top priority in 1998, 2000,
and 2002, citizen opinion of
Kentucky’s progress toward

dicates that Kentuckians feel we are progressing toward
a highly valued goal for the well-being of our state.

Goal 1—safe and caring communities—has increased

both in importance and progress like no other goal. It
now ranks fifth in progress and first in importance. Goal

10—safe, stable learning environments—has also ex-

achieving accessible, quality health
care remained unwavering.
It again ranked last.

perienced a marked increase in its progress rank. In 1998
and 2000 this goal ranked 23rd and 20th, respectively. But in the
2002 survey it catapulted up the list to fourth. On a more negative
note, changes in survey results show that Kentuckians see little pro-
gress toward Goal 3—decent, safe, affordable housing and Goal 5—
trust and civic pride, although both are gaining in importance.

Regarding importance and progress, Kentuckians have not wa-
vered much in their opinions on several of the goals over this period.
Most notably, Goal 12—arts opportunities—has consistently ranked
near the top on our progress scale and at the bottom on our impor-
tance scale during all three years. Lastly, the goal that has consis-
tently ranked at or near the top in importance on all three surveys,
Goal 4—accessible, quality health care—consistently ranks last in
terms of progress.

11



RANKINGS BY PROGRESS AND IMPORTANCE

12

Progress Rank

Importance Rank

GOAL 1998 | 2000 | 2002 [ 1998 | 2000 | 2002
1. Safe énd Caring Communities 17 12 5 2 3 1
2. Responsibility for Family Success 16 15 14 10 13 2
3. Decent, Safe, Affordable Housing 11 7 12 8 6 5
4. Accessible, Quality Health Care 26 26 26 3 1 3
5. Trust and Civic Pride 10 19 18 22 23 16
6. Value, Respect for All Individuals 13 11 16 15 16 15
7. Excellent System of Lifelong Learning 14 8 6 1 2 4
8. Internationally Competitive Education 12 10 10 11 10 14
9. Children Who Are Ready, Able to Learn 19 16 15 13 9 10
10. Safe, Stable Learning Environments 23 20 4 6 4 7
11. Partnerships to Promote Education 3 5 3 14 12 18
12. Arts Opportunities 4 2 1 26 26 26
13. End to Poverty and Its Effects 21 24 25 4 5 9
14. Broadly Beneficial Development 15 17 19 5 8 8
15. Beneficial Participation in a Global Economy 1 4 8 25 24 25
16. Stroﬁg Farm Economy 25 22 21 17 15 17
17. Physical Infrastructure to Support Development 9 13 17 19 17 21
18. State-of-the-Art Technological Infrastructure 5 6 13 20 22 20
19. Fiscal, Tax, and Regulatory Structure 20 25 24 9 14 12
20. Entrepreneurial Economy 18 18 20 21 25 23
21. Environmental Protection 6 1 2 12 18 13
22. Wise Use of Resources & Recycling 2 & 9 24 21 22
23. Environmental Awareness 7 9 11 23 20 24
24. Open, Responsive Government 22 23 23 7 7 6
25. Fair, Effective Justice System 24 21 22 16 11 11
26. Active Civic Participation 8 14 7 18 19 19




COMMUNITIES



GOAL 1

Kentucky communities will be safe and caring
places that enable all citizens to lead productive, fulfilling lives.

W ithout a sense of community, where we live is merely a

1998 | 2000 | 2002 place, rather than a home to cherish. A strong, vital com-

Making Progress | 38% | 38% | 47% || munity is characterized by formal and informal networks of support,

Standing Still 35% | 39% | 38% || institutions that care for its citizens and enable them to live full, rich

Losing Ground | 27% | 23% | 15% | lives, and friends and neighbors who rely upon one another.

Neighborly Kentuckians, not surprisingly, rank this as the most
important goal for our future, and nearly half believe we are making
progress.

1.1 Personal Safety. Perhaps the most elemental way to gauge
the strength of community is to determine how safe individuals

_ ) believe they are. Three surveys conducted in the
Do you feel safe in your community? spring of 1996, 1998, and 2000 help us track

60% - 54 5, 01996 this measure of the health of Kentucky
50% -

39 41 01998 communities. Kentuckians, in general, feel safe
40% A W2000 . . . .
300/" in their communities. This could be due, to an

b -
20% - extent, to our predominantly rural heritage, rich
7 . . . .

10% - 5 in social capital. Over the period analyzed, only
0% l_l_-_‘

about 6 percent, on average, reported seldom or

Always Sometimes or Seldom or Never
Usually never feeling safe.

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey ResearcH . . . . X
Center 1.2 Crime. The crime index is useful in
| measuring the overall amount of seri-
Crime Index, Kentucky and the U.S. ous crime reported to law enforce-
(rate per 100,000 persons) ment. In 1999, 118,194 serious crimes
were reported in Kentucky, a rate of

6,000 80 5483 5374 5978

5,000 4 5079 40, e P one serious crime every 4 minutes, 27

4,000 45528 | 5060l | 3397 | 3352 seconds. While Kentucky’s rate is

3,000 1 2ed | 2 | ¥ well below the national rate, the Com-

2,000 ) )

1000 4 monwealth’s index declined by about
04 11 percent between 1992 and 2000,

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

compared to a national decline of
Source: US Department of Justice

about 27 percent.
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1.3 Neighborliness. The strength of our networks of support or
the level of neighborliness is another important measure of commu-

nity health. The proportion of respondents who re-

port having no one, 5 or more, and 10 or more
people other than family to rely upon in times of
need averages around 8 percent, 70 percent, and
48 percent, respectively, for all three surveys con-
ducted in 1996, 1998, and 2000. Older Kentucki-
ans, those who would likely be most concerned
about assistance in times of need, are no better or
worse off than those under age 65. The most re-
cent 2000 survey shows that proportionately more

How many people can you rely upon in
times of need, excluding your family?

(2000)
80% 70 68
60% 49 47
40%
20% 8 9 n 5 12
0% : : — ]
None 5 or more 10 or more 50 or more

| B Younger than 65 Years Old 065 Years Old and Older |

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey
Research Center

older people report having 50 or more people to
rely on in times of need, an indication of the wealth
available to meet the needs of Kentucky’s elders.

1.4 Employment of Persons with Disabilities. Equal employment

of social capital

opportunities enable individuals to build
productive, fulfilling lives. An important
part of our identities, work allows us the

ability to express our talents and inter- 100%

Employment Rates of Non-Institutionalized
Civilians with Disabilities Aged 25 through 61,
Kentucky and the U.S., 1980-2000

ests, while building financial independ-

80%
ence and contributing to society as a

—UsS

60%

whole. Employment rates for Kentucki-| 440,

AN

ans with a disability have fallen below| g,

) ~———

the national average for most of the last 0%

A\ 4

. g

20 years. In addition, for the years 1994-

on Employmen

1998, Kentucky’s relative employment

rate of men who are disabled to men

1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992
Source: Calculations by the Rehabilitation Research and Training Center for Economic Research

1994 1996 1998 2000

t Policy for People with Disabilities, Cornell University, using data from the March

Current Population Survey.

who are not was estimated at 29 percent compared to 38 percent na-

tionally. For women, the relative rates were 32 percent and 41 per-

cent, respectively.
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GOAL 2

Kentucky s communities and citizens
will share responsibility in helping families succeed.

! ike the communities where they live, families of all kinds

1998 | 2000 | 2002 need networks of support to flourish. When families fail, the

Making Progress | 35% | 35% | 41% | cost and the consequences are shared by all of us. What’s more, in-

Standing Still 43% | 42% | 44% || vestments in strengthening families yield proven, measurable

Losing Ground | 22% | 24% | 15% || returns. Citizens ranked this goal as second in importance though

only near the median in level of progress.

2.1 Child Abuse. Child abuse is unquestionably our most
disturbing and devastating family failure, one too often repeated
when the child victim becomes an adult abuser. As shown, reports

of child abuse have remained virtually un-

Child Abuse Reports Among Kentucky changed, and thus unimproved, in Kentucky

Children by Types of Abuse, 1998-2000

(per 1,000 children) over the past three years, according to the

02000 Cabinet for Families and Children.
Sexual Abuse 01999

: 2.2 Teen Parents. Teenage childbearing
Emotional W 1998 . . .

Abuse ﬂs poses serious health and economic risks that
19 |increase the likelihood of family failure.

Physical Abuse I ]Ig
! . ) Teenage mothers, for example, are much less

0 5 10 15 20
Source: 2001 County Data Book, Kentucky Kids Count, Families

likely to receive prenatal care and more likely

to smoke during pregnancy compared to their
older counterparts. In addition, the majority of these pregnancies are
unplanned. Consequently, the parents are less likely to be emotion-
ally, psychologically, and financially prepared for parenthood.
These data show birth rates per 1,000 girls

Teen Birth Rates aged 15 to 17 for Kentucky and the United
1,000 girls aged 15-17 . .
50 - (per girls age ) States. While rates have declined at the
35 i i
40 - 323230 30y 20, state and national levels in recent years,

30 A
20 4
10 1
0 4

Kentucky’s rates are consistently higher
n than U.S. rates.
. . . . 2.3 Elder Care. The well-being of Ken-

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 tucky’s elder]y popu]ation compe]s our
Source: National Center for Health Statistics

attention. As the state’s population ages,
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our capacity to meet the varying needs
of older citizens will become an in-

creasingly important measure of our

56
. . . 60% -
success in supporting families. From| gg0, 19 O Affordability
. oqe . . 0,
the availability of all levels of institu-| 50. 9 2 24
. . 0 15
tional care to in-home support mecha- fgoﬁ 7 10 |
. . 0,
nisms, our responses must be as varied| 9% T T T '
. Extremely Somewhat Somewhat Extremely
and flexible as the needs of our older satisfied satisfied dissatisfied dissatisfied

citizens. In 2002, the Kentucky Long-

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey Research Center

Levels of Satisfaction with the Availability and
Affordability of High-Quality Elder Care, 2002

M Availability

Term Policy Research Center asked
Kentuckians about their satisfaction with both
the availability and affordability of elder care
in their communities. A majority of the sam-
ple expressed satisfaction with the availability
of services compared with less than half the
sample when asked about the affordability of
elder care services.

2.4 Child Care. High-quality child care,
some studies have shown, can yield measur-
able benefits well into adulthood. Statewide
surveys conducted in 1996, 1998, and 2000
investigated levels of satisfaction with the
availability and affordability of child care.
Overall, satisfaction with the availability of
child care declined steadily between 1996 and
2000, as dissatisfaction increased. Similarly,
many are dissatisfied with the affordability of
child care. Overall, the percentage of those
who are satisfied has steadily declined, while
it has increased steadily for those who are
dissatisfied with the affordability of child care.

Levels of Satisfaction with the Availability
of High-Quality Day Care

47 46 47 ||:|1996 01998 l2000|

24 24
19 15 15 16 1978
M

Extremely Somewhat Somewhat Extremely
satisfied satisfied dissatisfied dissatisfied

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey Research
Center

50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

OO/O T

Levels of Satisfaction with the Affordability
of High-Quality Day Care

50% 45
40% 33 36 30 32
30% 24 24 24 27
20%1 . 12 [ | . |
10% ’ 01996 01998 M2000 |
0% ,l_|_h, T 1 ]
Extremely Somewhat Somewhat Extremely
satisfied satisfied dissatisfied dissatisfied

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey Research Center
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GOAL 3

Kentuckians will have decent, safe, and affordable housing.

T he relative affordability of housing is one of many unsung

1998 | 2000 | 2002 advantages of living in Kentucky. However, affordable hous-

Making Progress | 41% | 44% | 45% || ing to own or rent remains scarce in some parts of the state. Thus,

Standing Still 37% | 32% | 38% || many Kentuckians face long waits for public housing, live in

Losing Ground | 22% | 24% [ 17% || marginal or substandard housing, or, worse yet, have no home. Citi-

zens believe we are making progress toward the goal of decent, safe,

affordable housing for all Kentuckians.
Homeless Population Estimates, Louisville,

1994-2000 Between 1998 and 2002, citizen
assessment of our progress has shifted in a
200007 14641 |POsitive direction, as more saw movement
150009 11,220 12590 1272 towards progress.
10,000 4 7467 8060 8389

3.1 Homelessness. Population counts

5,000 - generally depend upon residency; there-

0 - fore, it is difficult to measure the exact ex-

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 ,
Source: Coalition for the Homeless tent of homelessness populations. The

Coalition for the Homeless of Jefferson
County, however, seeks to measure local homelessness in a yearly
census of persons served by Louisville’s overnight shelters. While

these numbers are not a

Home Ownership Rates, Kentucky and the U.S., 1990-2000 comprehensive count, they of-

80% 4 73 75 75 74 73 fer an indicator of the extent
b -
70% - 65 65 66 66 67 67

66 67. 69 69 71
Pl 64 g 64 oy 65 mm 64 of urban homelessness. The
280/2- yearly census of Louisville’s
ggz;z: BKY — BUS. homeless found a record high
fgjﬁ: I population in 2000, many of
0% - . . T T whom are working poor. A

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

separate 2001 survey con-

ducted by the Kentucky Hous-
ing Corporation estimated Kentucky’s rural homeless population at
3,349, down from 4,450 in 1993. An estimated 31 percent of these
were children.
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3.2 Housing Affordability. Home ownership is key
to prosperity, but affordability remains an obstacle to
many. A 2001 study finds that housing costs are rela-
tively low in Kentucky, but incomes are also relatively
low, and growth in the low-income population is out-
pacing the development of affordable housing. Never-
theless, over the past decade, home ownership rates
increased in and remained

steadily Kentucky

consistently higher than the national average.

3.3 Housing Adequacy. A concern about housing, particularly
for Kentucky’s aging population, is the suitability of their homes to
their needs. Nevertheless, a poll conducted by the UK Survey
Research Center in the spring of 2000 showed that the majority of

Kentuckians, regardless of age, are

How satisfied are you with your housing?

(2000)
60% 48 47
50% M Ages 64 and Younger
40% OAges 65 and Older
30%
20%
10% 43 2 1
0% .
Very Satlsfled Satisfied Unsatisfied Very
Unsatisfied

Source: UK Survey Research Center

“satisfied” or “extremely satisfied” with
their housing. Still, the recent 2000 Census

identifies some woefully inadequate places| goyiing Green

that Kentuckians call home. While they rep-
Lexington
resent less than 3 percent of the state’s
28,985 were
overcrowded, 9,990 had no plumbing,

11,570 no kitchen facilities, and 3,133 no

Paducah

housing units, deemed

Louisville

Waiting Lists for Section 8 Housing,
Selected Kentucky Cities

002001
W 1999
01997

6,987
9,972
12,000

heat.

3.4 Access to Subsidized Housing. Pub-
licly subsidized (Section 8) housing gives
needy individuals and families access to
affordable housing. Simply by applying for

help, thousands of Kentucky families every year express their diffi-
culty in meeting their housing needs alone. Unfortunately, while
Kentucky is making some strides in meeting those needs, we see

that thousands more are left waiting.

) 500
Covington 396
900
7,155
KHC
8, 700

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10,000 12000 14000

Source: Kentucky Housing Corporation and selected city governments

19




GOAL 4

All Kentuckians will have access to affordable, high-quality, and
comprehensive health care that stresses the importance of preventive care.

1998

2000

2002

Making Progress

18%

17%

19%

Standing Still

30%

30%

37%

Losing Ground

52%

53%

44%

W ithout due and appropriate attention to the health status of
its citizens and the accessibility of health care, Kentucky’s
progress will be undermined by direct and indirect costs, human and
fiscal. On our most recent survey, citizens ranked this goal as the
third most important to the future, and even though many of them
believe we are losing ground, a majority no longer think so. How-
ever, by a wide margin, citizens still expressed the belief that we
have lost the most ground on a goal they regard as vitally important.

4.1 Health Insurance Coverage. Nationally, approximately 38.7
million citizens were without health insurance in 2000—

20%
15%

Population without Health

Insurance, ‘fl;';t;‘;lglé Oa"d the U.S., crease in the insured population was a significant in-

129 143
10%
5% EKY OUS
0% 4 .

13.2

down 0.6 million from the previous year. Behind this de-

crease in those covered by employment-based health in-
14 surance, a measure of progress that was likely lost in the
2001-2002 recession. While 14.3 percent of the U.S.
population was without health insurance, 29.5 percent of

the poor (9.2 million people) had no health insurance in

1999

Source: US Census Bureau

2000

2000. Historically, Kentucky’s proportion of the popula-

tion without health insurance has fallen below national

averages. Nevertheless, more than half a million Kentuckians had
no health insurance in 2000. The changes in health insurance cover-
age from 1999 to 2000 were not sta-

100% -
80% -
60% -
40% -
20% -

0% -

1991 1992

1993

7678 7880 8179 83 g4

1994

Percent Births with First-Trimester Care,
Kentucky and the U.S., 1991-2000

84.g1 855, 86 g5 86 87 g3 87 g3

1995

Source: National Center for Health Statistics

tistically different for both Kentucky
and the United States.

4.2 Prenatal Care. Early and com-

prehensive care leads to healthier
pregnancies and healthier babies.
First-trimester care is also a gateway
to the health care system for eco-

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

nomically disadvantaged women. Our

state made considerable progress in
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the 1990s in providing pregnant women with adequate prenatal care

through such measures as expanded Medicaid support. In addition,

Kentucky has continually outpaced the nation in the proportion of

pregnant women receiving first trimester care.
4.3 Causes of Death. As our population
ages, heart disease, cancer, and stroke have
become the leading causes of death here and
nationally. In general, death rates in Kentucky
do not compare favorably to national rates at-
tributable to these causes. However, between
1990 and 1999 our state realized 10, 5, and 3
percent declines in its rates of deaths due to
heart disease, cancer, and stroke, respectively.
4.4 Smoking Rates. Smoking, along with
obesity, ranks at the top of the list of

350 -+
300 -
250 A
200 -
150
100 A

50 4

Causes of Death, Kentucky

and the U.S., 1999

(age-adjusted rate per 100,000 population)

3134
202.7
71
All Cancers Heart Disease Stroke

Source: National Vital Statistics Report, 2001

preventable causes of death in the United States. At a rate of 31 per-

cent, Kentucky fell far short of its objective to reduce the adult

smoking rate to 23

percent by the year| Percentof Adults Who Are Current Smokers, Kentucky and the U.S., 1990-2000

percent of population aged 18 and oIder)

2000. Indeed, the gap 35%

29
between state and| 30%
] . 25%
national smoking| 20%
: ) 15%
rates has widened in| 10%
5%
recent years. The[ 4o

23

HKY

28

22

ous

slight rate drop in 1990 1991 1992

1993

1994 1995
1999 was short-live d, Source: Behavioral Rish Factor Surveillance System

1998 1999

I

1996 1997

2000

and the 30.5 percent

of Kentuckians aged 18 and older who reported being smokers in
2000 is not far behind the 31.7 percent record high reported in 1996.
Thus, smoking remains a significant health problem for the Com-

monwealth.
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GOAL 5

Kentucky communities will have high levels of trust and civic pride
realized from broad citizen participation in their continuous development.

Making Progress | 39% | 30% | 32%

Standing Still 41% | 45% | 51%

Losing Ground 20% | 25% | 17%

Percent of Kentuckians Who
Volunteer for Community Activities

80%

1996 1998 2000

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK
Survey Research Center

50% 56 60 60
40%
20%

0% + T T

T he work of building strong, healthy communities belongs to
1998 | 2000 | 2002 us all. Certainly, government alone cannot solve the myriad
challenges we face. A vibrant civic life characterized by high levels
of trust among citizens, some researchers conclude, may be the es-
sential ingredient that enables economic development and broad
prosperity. Our survey findings show that only about one third of
Kentuckians believed in 2002 that we were “making progress”

toward this important goal. However, the number
who felt we were losing ground was considerably
lower than just two years earlier.

5.1 Volunteerism. In several polls conducted by
the University of Kentucky Survey Research Center
in 1996, 1998, and 2000, the Kentucky Long-Term
Policy Research Center asked Kentuckians if they
had volunteered time for civic, community,
charitable, nonprofit, or church-related activities
during the previous 12 months. A majority of survey

respondents replied that they had indeed participated

in such activities. Nationally, 44 percent of the population

volunteered with a formal organization in 2000.

5.2 Charitable Giving. The same

Percent of Kentuckians Who Make
Charitable Contributions

surveys asked respondents if they had
made donations to charitable organizations
84 during the previous 12 months. The per-

centage of Kentuckians who indicate that
they have given to charities has steadily
increased since 1996 and compares favora-

100% 79 80
80%
60%
40%
20%
0% 4 :
1996 1998

Survey Research Center

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK

bly with national rates. In 2000, 89 percent
of households reported making charitable
contributions at an average of $1,620 an-
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5.3 Trust. When they were asked if they usually trust other
people or are wary of them, more than 50 percent of Kentuckians

who responded to the same surveys in 1996,
1998, and 2000 indicated that they are more
likely to trust others. As in past years, these
represent substantially higher average trust
levels than those found around the country. A
2000 survey by the National Opinion Research
Center showed that only 35 percent of
Americans say that “most people’” can be
trusted.

5.4 Community Pride. We aso find that

Percent Who Say They Can
Usually Trust Others,
Kentucky and the U.S.

BKY

56 57 57| oOus
60%

36
40% 34 35
20%
0%
1996 1998 2000

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center, UK
Survey Research Center, amd NORC-General Social Survey

Kentuckians tend to express high levels of

communities, based on the results of these three surveys. These
findings suggest that the public perception of alack of progress of
this goal may partly be attributable to the perception of aready

pride in their

considerable community

strength. Indeed, the Levels of Civic Pride in Kentucky
percentages of those expressing
1996
i i i i 70% 59
pride remaned quite hlgh 500t 54 56 01998
compared to those who said igzjz 41 50 39 02000
they felt no pride at al. Ken-| 30%
. 20%
tuckians, however, are not| 3o 5 85
[ |
alone in expressing positive| %% ' !
] . . Extremely Somew hat  Not Proud at all
feelings about their communi- Proud Proud

ties. A nationwide survey by Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey

Research Center

the Census Bureau in 1999

found that 94 percent of American households rated their neighbor-
hood a 6 or higher on a scale of 1 (worst) to 10 (best). Moreover,
25 percent of the sample rated their overal opinion of their

neighborhood at 10—the highest possible rating.
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GOAL 6

Kentucky communities will value and respect all individuals
regardless of culture, race, ethnic background, religion, or gender.

A

1998
38%

2000
40%

2002
41%

Making Progress

Standing Still 41% | 38% | 41%

Losing Ground 21% | 23% | 18%

Informal and Sworn Complaints of
Human Rights Violations, Kentucky,

1993-2000
12000

10000
8000
6000
4000
2000

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

- 500
- 400
- 300
- 200
- 100

——Informal Complaints —&— Sworn Complaints

Source: Kentucky Commission on Human Rights

clear measure of the success of a society is the degree to
which it accepts others, even so-called outsiders, regardless of
their race, heritage, age, ability, health, or gender. Indeed, our nation
is the envy of the world in no small part because of its capacity to
accommodate remarkable diversity. Regardless of the events of Sep-
tember 11, the preservation of this capacity for acceptance remains
key to our strength. The portion of Kentuckians who believe we are
making progress on this key goal has increased slightly.

6.1 Discrimination. Though numerous informal complaints of
discrimination are made to the Kentucky Commission on Human

Rights every year, only a small number of these re-
sult in signed, sworn, formal complaints that are filed
and fully investigated. While the number of informal
complaints rose in the mid-1990s, the trend was bro-
ken when these complaints fell sharply, from 9,950
in 1998 to only 5,005 in 2000. Over these two years,
a sharp decline in signed, sworn complaints also oc-
curred. These data suggest that discrimination is re-
ceding in Kentucky. Thus, we are progressing toward
realization of this important goal.

6.2 Hate Crimes. A hate crime, also known as a

er 1 million population
50 (¢ pop )

40
30
20

40

Reported Hate Crimes, Kentucky and
Selected Neighboring States, 2000

T

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation

17 18 21
O T . T . T l
N IN KY OH

bias crime, is a criminal offense committed
against a person, property, or society that is
motivated in whole or in part by the
offender’s bias. In 2000, 18 hate crimes per 1
million Kentuckians were committed, a rate
comparable to that reported for Indiana and
Ohio, but considerably less than the rate
reported for Tennessee.

6.3 Sex Discrimination. No definitive

trend in the number of sex discrimination

|
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complaints filed with the Kentucky Commission on Human Rights
has emerged over the past decade though the number of filed com-

plaints has more than doubled since 1996. The
Sex Discrimination Complaints Filed

primary reasons cited for sex discrimination : )
with the Kentucky Human Rights

complaints are job termination, issues of pay eq- " Commission, 1993-2000
uity, and unfair treatment during or after preg- 100 99
nancy. The sharp rise in sex discrimination| gp - 68 3 69 70
complaints is attributable to the growing impor-| 601
40 4
tance of women’s employment to household and| |
family income and, with it, the rising awareness 04
of women’s rights in the workplace, especially 19931994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
. X . Source: Kentucky Commission on Human Rights
involving family and maternal leave.
6.4 Pay Equity. As shown, the gender wage gap as reflected in
raw averages has been wider in Kentucky than nationally since the
early 1980s. Recog-
nizing the complex Raw Gender Wage Gap, K_entucky a|_1d the U.S., 1980-2000
(percent difference in 2-year moving averages)
natureOfthlsperSIS' ®O O - N ® ¥ BV © N ®© O O = N O ¥ O ©O© N~ 0 O O
N~ [ce] e} [ce] [ce] [ce] e} [ce] [ce] e} [<e} (o] D D [o2] (o] (o] [2] [o)] [e2] (o] o
[«2) (2] (o] [« [«2) [«2) (o] [«2) [«2) (o] [e)] (o] [e2) («2) (o)) [e2) (e2) (o)) (o] [e2) (e2) o
tentgap’researchers O‘—r\—‘—‘—r\—‘—r\—\—‘—‘—r\—‘—r\—‘—‘—r(\]
have identified a va-| -5
. : -10
riety of possible| 45
us
causes. They have :gg
_ .30 e v/-\/\ -
found that after con gy —— — Ky N——
trolling for education, | 40 N~—~ N\~
. -45
exp crience, occupa- Source: KLTPRC analysis of March Current Population Survey Data
tion, industry of em-

ployment, and a variety of socioeconomic factors, the gap narrows
considerably. However, in most cases, there remains at least a 12
percent difference that raises the question of discrimination. Fortu-
nately, in Kentucky, we have seen a decline in the raw gender wage
gap over this 20-year period, signaling increasing equality in the la-

bor market experiences of the sexes.
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GOAL 7

Kentuckians will have an education system
of lifelong learning that exemplifies excellence.

1998

2000

2002

Making Progress

43%

44%

49%

Standing Still

28%

31%

33%

Losing Ground

28%

25%

17%

ﬂ n economy that raises the bar of expectations with each pass-
ing year compels us to be diligent in our efforts to create a sys-
tem of educational excellence, from prekindergarten to our universi-
ties, that welcomes, encourages, and advances the adventure of
learning. Citizens rank this as the fourth most important goal for our
future, and they have seen progress. Overall, Goal 7 ranks sixth on
our progress scale for 2002, up from eighth in 2000.

7.1 College Enrollment. Kentucky enrollment rates changed lit-
tle during the latter part of the 1990s and remained consistently

Percent of High School Graduates

below the national average. However, neither

Source: Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education, 2001

Enrolled in College within a Year of of these figures include technical colleges. If
Graduation, Kentucky and the U.S. technical colleges are included to calculate this
80% . . .
60% 52 6s 5 o 53 65 estimate, the college-going rate increases to 56
0% percent in Kentucky for 2000. However, Ken-
20% | mky ous | tucky still remains below the 1999 national
0% i - | . , |average of 63 percent. Moreover, Kentucky’s
1996 1997 1998

six-year graduation rate of first-time freshman

in public four-year colleges is approximately

30 percent—considerably lower than the national six-year gradua-
tion rate of 56 percent.

7.2 High School Dropouts. While it remains an important foun-

6%

Annual Percent of Kentucky
High School Students Who Drop Out, 1991-2000

dation, the knowledge-based, tech-
nologically advanced economy of
today has rendered a high school

5.4 5.5 5.3 5.3
5.1 5.1 : . . .
s ] 43 4.9 5.0 education the minimum require-
gz’ ment for labor force entry. In most
(]
2% cases, it is no longer sufficient
1% . ,
0% ' : : : : : ' ' preparation for today’s workplace

1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 or economic independence. The

Source: Kentucky Department of Education

high school dropout rate helps

track how much of our population
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is being left behind economically. The trend in high school dropouts
has been fairly stagnant throughout the 1990s. Nationally, in Octo-
ber 2000, 4.8 percent of young adults aged 15 to 24 who were en-
rolled in high school in 1999 were no longer in school, compared to
an estimated 5 percent in Kentucky.

7.3 Teacher Preparation. According to a 1993-94 National Cen-

ter for Education Statistics (NCES) survey,
Kentucky ranks high among the states in terms
of preparation of its teachers. However, signifi-
cant numbers of classes are still being taught by
teachers who do not have adequate collegiate| 359, -

271.7

preparation in subject areas, especially in the| 30%
_ _ 25%
fields of math and science. 20% A

7.4 Nontraditional Students. Goals for the| 15% 1
: . 10% A
improvement of postsecondary education in| g, |

Kentucky include increasing undergraduate en-| 0% A
rollment by 20,000 students by the year 2020.
To meet this challenge, the Commonwealth

KY

253

293

Source: NCES, 1993-94 Schools and Staffing Survey

Percent of Public School Teachers
(Grades 7-12) Teaching at Least One
Course in Math or Science without a
Major or Minor in the Field, 1993-1994

H Math
O Science

19.4

will have to increasingly appeal to its nontraditional students—those
age 25 and older. Unfortunately, our data show that the percentage
of this student sector has not been increasing over the last decade,

remaining around one
third of the total under-
graduate student popula-
tion. If technical college| “°%17 3 34 3 35 35 35
enrollment is included in| 30% 1
the calculation of nontra-| 20% 1

ditional undergraduate| 10% -

enrollment rates, how- 0% A
ever, the 2000 rate rises

to about 31 percent. Source: Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education

34 33

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

32
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1998

Percent of Nontraditional Undergraduate Students at State-
Supported Institutions of Higher Education

30 30

1999 2000
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GOAL 8

Kentuckians will have equal opportunity
to obtain an internationally competitive education.

K entucky has set a national example for other states in its ef-

1998 | 2000 | 2002 forts to ensure equitably funded public schools. While we

Making Progress | 41% | 41% | 45% || have not achieved complete equity in funding, we have closed sig-

Standing Still 37% | 36% | 39% || nificant ground and dramatically expanded opportunity in poor dis-

Losing Ground | 23% | 24% | 16% [| tricts, a vitally important step in a state where education goals are

pitted against the legacy of poverty. In 2002, Goal 8 ranked 10th on
the progress scale (as it did in 2000), but dropped four places to 14th
on the importance scale.

8.1 Funding Equity. In the 1989-1990 school year, the combined
state/local per pupil revenue levels in the poorest one fifth of Ken-

tucky schools were only 64 percent of

Per Pupil State and Local Revenue, Lowest and that of the wealthiest one fifth. By
Highest Quintile School Districts

) 1998-99 the poorest schools were re-
(weighted averages)

ceiving almost 83 percent of the fund-

38 $5.7 $6.0 $6.3 A $6.9 ing from these sources. Also, federal
: : 57
8 $6 g4 948 $5.3 353 funds supplement state/local sources,
§$2 $2.7 boosting per pupil expenditures for
= % poorer districts.

1989-90  1995-96  1996-97  1997-98  1998-99 8.2 Achievement Test Scores. A re-
M Quintile 1
Source: Office of Education Accounatability Annual Report, 2000 OQuintile 5 COI‘d 72 percent Of graduates tOOk the
| ACT in 2001. Despite the rise in this
. measure of college preparation, the
ACT Average Composite .
Scores, Kentucky and the U.S. average composite score for Ken-
22 - tucky remained virtually unchanged
206 207 208 208 20.9 21 21 21 21 y y g
21 o o - .
20.1 20.1 20.1 20.1 20.1 20.1 202 20.1 20.1 throughout the 1990s and into the
20 - .
19 new century, as performance did not
18 improve. Likewise, the gap between
17 state and national average scores has
16 -
15 | [remained unchanged, as national
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 2000 2001 |performance has not risen since
Source: ACT, Inc. EBKY 0OuUs 1997
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8.3 Performance Test Scores. Kentucky’s performance-based
testing system, KIRIS (Kentucky Instructional Results and Informa-

tion System), has allowed the state to link its as-
sessment system to curriculum accountability. For
interstate comparison, however, we turn to the Na-

NAEP Math and Reading Test Results, Grades 4

and 8, Kentucky and the U.S., Selected Years

tional Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

math and reading exams. The 2000 results are

promising. They show that the percentage of Ken-

tucky students reading at the basic level has sur-

passed the national average for both grades four

and eight. At the proficient level, the percentage of

fourth graders is equal to the national average. The

data on math skills show the share of Kentucky

eighth graders at or above the basic level now

nearly equal to the national average, a leap in pro-

gress since 1990. Gaps persist, however, for fourth

and eighth graders who score at or above the profi-

cient level.

8.4 Computers in Schools. Whether they pursue

Percent at or Percent at or

Above Basic Above Proficient

KY us KY us
1992 Grade 4 Reading 58 60 23 27
1994 Grade 4 Reading 56 59 26 28
1998 Grade 4 Reading 63 61 29 29
1998 Grade 8 Reading 74 72 29 31
1992 Grade 4 Math 51 57 13 19
1996 Grade 4 Math 60 62 16 22
2000 Grade 4 Math 60 66 17 24
1990 Grade 8 Math 43 51 10 15
1992 Grade 8 Math 51 56 14 20
1996 Grade 8 Math 56 61 16 23
2000 Grade 8 Math 63 64 21 26
Source: National Center for Education Statistics

further education or enter the job market after high school, students
will find that computing skills are essential. Equitable access to

these tools is key to ensuring that all
students leave high school with the
technological know-how needed to

Ratio of Pupils to Computer Work Stations

in Kentucky Public Schools

M 15 Lowest Income Districts
015 Highest Income Districts

171182 10398 93

9 97 95 6.1
AT ) ) ssese— s

participate effectively in today’s 200 1535
economy. Kentucky schools have 150 1 058
made great strides in achieving such| 1001 )
equity, as student-to-computer- 50 1
work-station ratios are fairly equal 0 - :
1993

in the lowest income districts to

those in the highest income districts.

1995 1997

Source: KDE, Office of Education Technology

1999

2000

6 6 54

2001
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GOAL 9

Kentucky s children will come to school ready and able to learn.

T o be “ready to learn” children must enter school in the best

1998 | 2000 | 2002 possible emotional and physical health, with proper clothing,

Making Progress | 35% | 36% | 43% | food, shelter, and a sense of curiosity and well-being fostered in a

Standing Still 39% | 35% | 38% || nurturing and loving home. Any obstacle to a child’s full participa-

Losing Ground | 27% | 30% | 19% || tion in the life-transforming experience of learning can ultimately

undermine his or her success in school and life. On this important
goal, ranked 10th in importance, the 2002 survey shows that a

greater proportion of citizens believe Kentucky is making progress,

while fewer believe we are losing ground.
9.1 Child Poverty. While recent concern
about child (under age 18) poverty focuses on

Percent of Children in Poverty, Selected
Years, Kentucky and the U.S.

the impact of welfare reform, national data

30% - %8

28
os0s | 22 23 26 ’ 23 ’ show that more children of working poor
20% | [ i - 9 |families are living in poverty than those who
15% 1 are reliant on some form of public assistance.
10:" I BKy  0OUS In addition, studies have shown that despite

202 ' ' ' the enormous wealth of our nation, our child

1989 1993 1995 1996 1997 1998 poverty rate is one of the highest in the devel-
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

oped world. This is of particular concern to

the Commonwealth, given the state’s historically higher child pov-
erty rates compared to the nation as a whole.

9.2 School Lunch Participation.

Percent of Eligible Kentucky Children Who During the 2000-2001 school year
Participate in School Lunch Programs ’

[ ®@Free Lunch OReduced Lunch |
100% 1 children were eligible for free meals,
80%

80 79 79 ., 75 76 76 __ 76
170 gm0 70 o 69 68 gun 69 70 68 |and another 9 percent qualified for
60% 1 reduced-price meals. Of the total
40:/"- school lunches served in 2001, 54
22;: ' ' ' ' ' ' ' percent were provided free or at a re-

1993 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 |duced price. However, a substantial
Source: Kentucky Department of Education

37 percent of Kentucky school

portion of those children who are eli-
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gible to participate in either free or reduced-price lunch programs
did not do so. For many low-income children, school breakfast pro-
grams provide an important start to the school day. The majority
(77.6 percent) of school breakfasts served (174,125) were provided

free or at a reduced rate.

9.3 Child Immunizations. Ken- Percent of Two-Year-Olds
Who Are Adequately Inmunized,
Kentucky and the U.S., 1994-1999

tucky ranks above the national av-

erage and among the best states in| 4qq9 -

77 81 78 81 78

the country in terms of the percent- 80% -
age of its youngsters who are prop-|  60% 1
erly immunized. Thanks to state ;g:ﬁ:
and federally funded immunization 0% -

83 81

programs, as well as community 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
outreach efforts, Kentucky has | 5 Kids Count Data Book
made significant progress in terms of protecting children from an ar-
ray of childhood diseases, many of which have proven to be lifelong
obstacles to learning and achieving fully productive lives.
9.4 Early Childhood Education. As in many other southern
states, Kentucky only began
providing kindergarten to Percent of Eligible Four-Year-Olds Enrolled in Early

five-year-olds in the past

two decades, and it did not| 100%
80%
60%
dergarten program until| 4%

1990. While Kentucky has 20%
0%

71 74 74

67 69

begin a significant prekin-

made substantial progress 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

since then towards ensuring
that eligible children—those

Childhood Education Programs, Kentucky, 1991-2000

82 79 78 78

1997 1998 1999 2000

Source: Office of Education Accountability and Kentucky Department of Education

from low-income homes or with learning or developmental prob-
lems—are served through these preschool programs, around 20 per-
cent of this population is still not enrolled.




GOAL 10

Kentucky s children will have safe, stable learning environments.

1998

2000

2002

Making Progress

32%

35%

51%

Standing Still

28%

31%

32%

Losing Ground

40%

34%

17%

C reating an environment where children can achieve their best
demands that we ensure their safety and security and encour-
age them to make life choices that will not impair their full partici-
pation in the rewards of learning. Here, public opinion appears to
have become significantly more positive in regard to our progress to
realizing a goal rated as the seventh most important. This positive
shift in public opinion happened even as incidents of school

violence continued to occur in schools around the nation and to gain

50% 41
40%
30%
20%
10%
0% +

W1993 O1997 01999

Percent of Kentucky High
School Students Who Used Alcohol*

in the Past 30 Days
43

widespread media coverage.
10.1 Youth Alcohol and Drug Abuse. Levels of
alcohol and marijuana use among Kentucky teens

have varied by gender over the past decade. Episodic

9-12 Grade Males

* Had 5 or more drinks in a row. . .
Source: Kentucky Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1997, and 1999 males and 28 percent of females reported drlnklng

34

27 30 heavy drinking among male high school students has
r remained relatively unchanged over the period ana-
[lyzed, while episodic drinking among female high

9-12 Grade Females

school students increased. Nationally, 35 percent of

five or more drinks in a row in the previous 30 days
in 1999. The proportion of females reporting recent marijuana use

doubled over this time period, while male usage dropped off be-

40%
30%
20%

0% +

Percent of Kentucky High
School Students Who Used Marijuana

tween 1997 and 1999 but remained higher than the
proportion originally reported in 1993. These esti-

in the Past 30 Days mates compare favorably to national rates of recent

34

10% 1993 001997 01999

marijuana use of 31 percent for males and 23 per-

22 cent for females in 1999.

10.2 Juvenile Crime. Our understanding and

9-12 Grade Males

9-12 Grade Females
Source: Kentucky Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 1993, 1997, and 1999

' [prevention of juvenile crime begins with our

awareness of its occurrence. The recent trends indi-

cate relatively stagnant incidents of the more seri-

34

ous and often violent Part I crimes. Other than 1997, Part II crimes,
which include drug-related crimes and vandalism, have hovered



around 8,500 arrests per year in
Kentucky. In 2000, an estimated 2.4

million arrests were made nation-

Juvenile Arrests for Part | and Part Il Crimes,
Kentucky, 1996-1999

13,070
E1996 01997 0O1998 M1999

8,476 8,459 8474

3,741

. ,136

3,654 3.022

. 14,000 -
ally, a 3 percent increase from 12,000 -
1991. 10,000 -

. 8,000 A

10.3 Suspensions. In 1998, the 6.000
Kentucky Center for Safe Schools 4,000 4
(CSS) was created to coordinate ef- 2‘003:

forts to create safer, more secure
learning environments in Kentucky

Part | Crimes Part Il Crimes

Source: Kentucky State Police

schools that would permit Kentucky
students to achieve success. Efforts include
data collection and training. Overall, fewer
than 10 percent of Kentucky’s public school
students commit a law or board policy viola-
tion that results in a reportable disciplinary
action; however, the data show a slight in-

Number of Out-of-School Suspensions, by
Type of Violation, Kentucky,

crease in suspensions related to each type of

violation shown here.

50.000 - 1998-1999 and 1999-2000 68,523

70,000 | [@1999.2000 0559

60,000 - i

50,000 - 002000-2001

40,000 -

30,000 -

20,000 A

10,000 - 794 5532 6021

0 669 N ,

Part | Law Part Il Law Violations of Local
Violations Violations Board Policy

10.4 Expulsions. As schools and commu-

Source: Kentucky Center for School Safety

nities learn about and better understand these

data, it will help them form and implement
local efforts to ensure school safety. Expulsions
represent another path that schools can use to
respond to violations that threaten school safety.
Expulsions that result from violations of the law
or board policy, including weapons-related vio-
lations, have declined over the two-year period
for which data are available. The reduction in
weapons-related incidents is a particularly en-
couraging indicator of safer schools.

Number of Expulsions from Kentucky
Schools, by Type of Violation,
1998-1999 and 1999-2000

600 508

500 W 1999-2000

400 313 397 002000-2001

300 216

200

100 41 29 h 12 2

0 T T T "
Part | Part Il Violations of ~ Weapons-
Violations Violations Local Board Related
Policy

Source: Kentucky Center for School Safety
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GOAL 11

Kentuckians will promote partnerships among parents, schools, and
communities to enhance the social and academic development of children.

1998 | 2000 | 2002
Making Progress | 52% | 45% | 51%

Standing Still 30% | 34% | 35%

Losing Ground 18% | 20% | 14%

Number of Parents Serving on
School-Based Councils or

Committees
20,000 - 15799
15,000 19 15,154
15,000 14,000
10,000
10,000 -
5,000 -
0 -

Jan-97 Jun-97 Dec-99 Feb-01 Mar-02
Source: Kentucky Department of Education

C reating and sustaining partnerships that engage parents,
interested citizens, businesses, and community institutions in
improving the quality of our schools is a central goal of education
reform. The social capital of broad public engagement in the life of
our schools is a powerful driver of positive change. On this key goal,
more than half of citizens expressed confidence in our progress in
2002, and the overall rating of progress ranked third.

11.1 Parent Participation in Schools. An objective of
school-based decisionmaking, established in 1996 by
Kentucky statute, is to provide an environment that will
enhance educational quality. At present, 1,238 schools in
Kentucky are managed by school councils comprised of
parents, teachers, and school principals. This joint
decisionmaking vehicle also includes committees
charged with overseeing the school policies, for example
regarding curriculum and school scheduling, established
by the Council. Each school has about five committees

with approximately two parents serving on each commit-

MO

VA

TN

KY
WV 33
us

Percent of Principals Who Report More Than 50
Percent of Eighth-Grader Parents Attend
Parent-Teacher Conferences, 2000

tee.
11.2 Parent-Teacher
Conferences. Parent-teacher
o6 meetings are gradually
o becoming as important as report

0 cards. Precise measures of this

benchmark are unavailable; here
we show data from FEducation
Week which suggest poor parent

participation in these

57

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Source: Education Week

50% 60% 70% 80%

conferences in Kentucky relative

to most surrounding states, even

though progress has been made.
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11.3 Parent Volunteerism. The Kentucky Long-Term Policy

Research Center has been tracking

parental involvement in school

activities in Kentucky since 1996. The

Percent of Parents Volunteering for School-Related
Activities in Past 12 Months, Selected Years

100% -

propensity of parents to volunteer for

W 1996 001998 002000

81 80

school-related activities tends to in- 80% -

crease with education. That is, the data| 60% 4 44

show that higher parental education| 40% -

levels are associated with high

20% A

percentages of parents volunteering in 0% 4

or for the schools for all three polls.
This is generally consistent with other

75

67 66 66

58
49

High School Diploma or Some College or Voc. B.A. Degree or Higher
Less

Ed.

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey Research Center

research regarding parental outcomes
and educational attainment.

11.4 Parents Who Read to Their Children. Studies have shown
that not only the activity of reading to children but also the fre-

quency of this activity can have a significantly positive impact on

future school performance. The same Kentucky polls
asked how frequently parents read to their children
aged eight and under. Almost all the parents said that
they do indeed read to their young children, while well
over half the parents in all three surveys said they read
to their children every day. Studies have shown that as
parental education levels rise, the likelihood of read-
ing every day to a young child also rises. While con-
trolling for other influential factors such as gender,
race, and income, a Kentucky parent with a bachelor’s
degree or higher is 27, 40, and 74 percent more likely

Percent of Parents Who
Read to Their Children Daily,
Kentucky, Selected Years

68 66 63

1996 1998 2000
Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey
Research Center

80%
60%
40%
20%

0%

to read every day to a young child as a parent with some college ex-

perience or a two-year degree, a high school diploma only, and less

than a high school diploma or equivalent, respectively.
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GOAL 12

Kentuckians will have opportunities to appreciate, participate in,
and contribute to the arts and humanities and historic preservation.

1998

2000

2002

Making Progress

47%

48%

55%

Standing Still

40%

38%

36%

Losing Ground

13%

13%

10%

/q s the brilliant American writer Henry James suggested in a let-
ter to H.G. Wells, no substitute exists for the force and beauty
of the artistic process. In turn, the experiences of seeing, hearing,
reading, or touching art is, as James argues, what “makes life,” en-
gaging us in its profound mysteries and magical possibilities. Public
opinion about our progress improved steadily between 1998 and
2002. Most citizens believe we are making progress on this goal,
rating it the highest on the progress scale, but they cite it as the least

60%
40% 4 30
20%

0%

Source: Statistical Report of KY Public Libraries

Percent of Kentucky Population
Using Public Libraries

45 47 49 52 4g

43 43

1981 1986 1991 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

70% -
60% -
50% A
40% A
30% A
20% -
10% A

0%

Percent of Adult Kentuckians Who
Visited a Museum, Festival, Arts
Performance, or Historical Site in Their
County in the Last 12 Months

60
53
46

1996 1998 2000

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center and UK Survey
Research Center
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important of goals.

12.1 Library Use. The public library gives citizens

from all walks of life an opportunity to experience the
arts and humanities through an expanding range of
media. Nearly half of all Kentuckians are now registered
library users. While this improving status is encouraging,
as of fiscal year 1998, Kentucky ranked 40th in the na-
tion in library attendance, 42nd in reference transactions,
35th in circulation, and 35th in interlibrary loans. That is,
the participation of Kentuckians in library services fell

well below the national median in at least four different categories

of library use for that year.

12.2 Cultural Opportunities. Local cultural oppor-
tunities often permit Kentuckians to learn about and
connect with the history and the artistic riches of their
own communities and their state. Moreover, art from
around the world enriches our understanding of other
cultures and perspectives. Kentuckians generally place
a high value on participating or experiencing the arts
in their own community. About half or more than half
of citizens surveyed in 1996, 1998, and 2000 said they
had visited a museum, festival, arts performance, or a

historical site in the previous 12 months.



12.3 Historic Preservation. The designation of places as historic
and worthy of preservation is the first step in understanding the
value of historic resources. Kentucky has the fourth largest number

of listings in the
National Register of
Historic Places.

L 3,050 +
These 3,000 listings 3,000 4

Listings

39,899

National Register of Historic Places in Kentucky

41, 204

include 41,204 2,950 + 38914 39,725
historic ~ properties. | - EZZS [ s 51
The National Register 2‘800_
is the officia listing 2,750-
H : 2,700 -

1996 1997 1998 1999

of those districts,
sites, buildings, struc-

Source: Kentucky Heritage Council

2000

- 41,500
- 41,000

1l

- 37,000

40,500
40,000
39,500
39,000
38,500
38,000
37,500

Contributing Historic Properties

tures, and objects
significant in American history, architecture, archeology,
engineering, and culture. This national ranking is indicative of the
value Kentuckians place on their heritage and of their willingness to
participate in defining that significance through the nomination
process.

12.4 Study of Arts and Humanities. While advanced education is
not the only means to developing an appreciation of the arts and
humanities, it may be the most significant influence on cultivating
our artistic sensibilities. Moreover, our universities and colleges of-
fer citizens of the state a myriad of diverse and rich experiences. To
measure the extent of exposure to and benefits from the arts and
humanities in our institutions of higher education, it will be
necessary to examine institutional commitment to the arts as a ser-
vice to the larger community and as a contribution to the education
of students through required courses. Here we may want to pursue
some measure of how many arts and humanities events are offered
or courses required. Such data, however, are unavailable.
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GOAL 13

Kentucky will end poverty and alleviate its
adverse consequences and debilitating effects.

ﬂ t the root of virtually every dilemma that vexes the Common-

1998 | 2000 | 2002 wealth lies the longstanding problem of poverty and its con-

Making Progress | 18% | 20% | 18%

stant companion, undereducation. Myriad studies have shown that

Standing Still 43% | 48% | 52% || the consequences of poverty are devastating to individuals, families,

Losing Ground | 39% | 33% | 31% | and to the larger society in which they live. Citizens rank this key

goal as the ninth most important to the future of our state, yet next
to last on the progress scale.

13.1 Poverty Rate. Persons living in poverty are at risk of having
inadequate resources for vital living necessities such as housing,

food, and health care. Fortunately, the
Percent of People in Poverty, Kentucky and the U.S. prosperity of the 1990s benefited the Com-
20% 4 18 0 IKY ous monwealth, as the proportion of Kentucki-

15% l 128123 119115 |ans living in poverty declined from the
10% early to the mid-1990s. This decrease,
5% combined with relatively stagnant poverty
0%

10931995 19951996 1996.1997 1997-1998 1998-1999 1999-2000 |Fates at the national level, caused the once-
Source: US Census Bureau Wlde gap between poverty levels il’l

Kentucky and the national average to nar-

row considerably.
Percent of People Aged 65 Years and Older

13.2 Elderly Poverty. Given the lower income
Below Poverty, 3-Year Average, 1998-2000,

Kentucky and Surrounding States levels and poorer health status of our elderly

16% - 152 [population, they are at particular risk for prob-
o 131 132 ] }

14% 115 120 lems associated with poverty. Overall, however,

the economic status of elderly Americans im-
proved dramatically over the last half century. In
1959, about 35 percent of persons aged 65 and

older lived in families with incomes below the

OH MO IN IL US VA NC WV KY TN

poverty line. By 1998 that estimate had dropped

Source: US Census Bureau

to 11 percent, as key federal entitlement pro-
grams mitigated the impact of poverty among the elderly. In Ken-
tucky, however, the poverty status of older citizens has remained
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higher than at the national level. Likewise, most surrounding states
have lower poverty rates among the elderly.
13.3 Poverty by Gender of Head of Family. Individuals from fe-

male-headed families have consistently higher rates of

poverty than those with a male head, a circumstance that Percent of Kentuckians Living in
Poverty by Gender of Head of Family

HEMale OFemale

19 18
ﬂ

is linked to a number of factors that have a cumulative
lifetime effect. Women are more likely to work in low-| 25%

23 22 20
. . . . . 20%
wage jobs, be responsible for children, and, in their| 159 o 10 10 o
senior years, far less likely to enjoy the benefits of a 12:;“
pension than men. As shown, however, the gap between| o i i i

those individuals from families supported by women and

1995-1996 1996-1997 1997-1998 1998-1999 1999-2000

. Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center Analysis of
by men appears to be narrowing. March Current Population Survey data

13.4 Income Distribution. Little attention was given
to what has come to be known as income inequality in the United
States until around the last quarter of the century, when the gap be-
tween the rich and poor began to widen. Since then, concern over

growing inequality and the potential for related social ills has gar-

nered widespread attention.

Beyond the larger issues of
social stratification, other

Ratio of Family Income at the 75th Percentile to the 25th Percentile,
Kentucky and the U.S., 1976-2000

(2-year moving averages)

KY

outcomes such as poor| 40

) 3.5
health, housing, and 30
schools have been linked to| 2.5 4
. ) ) 2.0
income inequality by a| 45
number of studies. Their| 10

findings and the potential
outcomes of income ine-

'76 77 '78 '79 '80 '81 '82 '83 '84 '85 '86 '87 '88 '89 '90 '91 '92 '93 '94 '95 '96 '97 '98 '99 '00

Source: Kentucky Long-Term Policy Research Center analysis of March Current Population Survey data

quality, however, remain the subject of debate among scholars.
Kentucky’s gap between its upper- and lower-middle class families
has been fairly consistently greater than that found for the nation as
a whole. This trend persists even into more recent years.

43



GOAL 14

Kentucky will have diversified long-term development
that stresses competitiveness and a rising standard of living
for all citizens while maintaining a quality environment.

1998
36%

2000
31%

2002
32%

Making Progress

Standing Still 40% | 45% | 50%

Losing Ground 23% | 25% | 18%

Per Capita Gross State Product, Kentucky
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Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development

Kentucky Per Capita Income, 1980-2000
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O ne legacy of poverty and undereducation for our state is an
economy that has too often been built around our weak-
nesses, rather than our considerable strengths and our extraordinary
potential. In order to become competitive in today’s information-
based economy, we must develop the human as well as the physical
infrastructure and the quality of life that will attract and hold desir-
able industries. Clearly, diversification or movement away from
heavy reliance on an economic base that will not see us into the 21st
century is key. Kentuckians rank this critical economic goal 8th in

overall importance, but only 19th on the progress
scale.

14.1 Gross State Product. As a measure of
economic prosperity, the gross state product
(GSP) measures the market value of goods and
services created within the state. Increases in GSP
indicate higher levels of business activity within
our state. Kentucky has experienced considerable
growth in GSP throughout the latter part of the
past century. These gains can be attributed mostly
to the economic expansion that has occurred na-
tionally over the past decade or so. While we have
been able to maintain our relative status, however,
we have been unable to improve upon it, as seen
in the relatively stagnant trend of Kentucky’s GSP
as a percent of the U.S. average.

14.2 Income. The well-being of Kentuckians
depends upon a rising standard of living. An
often-cited indicator of the standard of living is
per capita income (PCI). Dramatic efforts on be-
half of state policymakers have helped contribute

to the rising per capita income we have seen in



Kentucky since the mid-1980s. However, a discrepancy remains
between the state PCI and the national average. Vigilance in our ef-

forts to improve the educational status of

Kentuckians, particularly to make gains in

Annual Pay per Job, Kentucky

our college-educated population, is vital to $30 + 91 89 o . o
helping Kentuckians achieve a higher| g5) —~—  "—— o
standard of living, one that is comparable Cs204

to that enjoyed by much of the rest of the % 615 -

nation. 3

14.3 Wages. Shifting trends in the labor|  °'°T $16.5
market and a growing emphasis on wel- $5 1
fare-to-work programs have elicited recent $0 A t t

1980 1985
concerns about the wages of many work-

ing families. Overall, wages have risen in

1990

1993 1997

Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development
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27.1 I $28.1
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as percent of US average

Kentucky. However, Kentuckians do not fare well compared to the
national average wage. Kentucky’s annual pay per job as a percent
of the U.S. average has been declining fairly steadily over the past

20 years.

14.4 Economic Diversity. The diversification of a state’s

Kentucky’s National Ranking for
Sectoral and Dynamic Economic Diversity

economy, like that of a healthy stock portfolio, helps safe-

guard it from devastating consequences in times of economic

downturns. A high ranking among the states in the area of

sectoral diversity indicates that traded-sector activity is

spread among several different industries rather than concen-

trated in one or two. High levels of dynamic diversity refer to

the ability of a state’s industries to grow or remain stable

while another industry is declining in size. This lessens the

blow to the entire economy should one of the industries in a

Sectoral Dynamic
1994 10 9
1995 9 8
1996 10 10
1997 10 13
1998 12 27
1999 12 9
2000 11 42
2001 12 24

state suffer from recessionary pressure. Kentucky has main-

Source: Corporation for Enterprise Development

tained a relatively high ranking in sectoral diversity, although it has

lost its top-10 status in recent years.
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GOAL 15

Kentucky will benefit from participation in an integrated global economy.

1998

2000

2002

Making Progress

57%

45%

45%

Standing Still

27%

37%

40%

Losing Ground

16%

19%

15%

W hile globalization has clearly resulted in adverse
consequences for those who have relied on low-skill jobs
in the U.S. economy, its overall benefits are believed to far out-
weigh its negative consequences. As low-skill industries move off-
shore, they are gradually creating new wealth and fueling a growing
demand for American products and services. In spite of its
importance to economic growth, citizens rank this goal as the sec-
ond least important for our future, and, as shown, they have lost
confidence in our progress toward its realization. Relative to the
other goals, however, they rank our progress the eighth highest.

15.1 Quality Standards. In the economy of

600
500
400
300
200
100

Number of Registered ISO 9000
Companies in Kentucky, 1992-2000 . |comparative advantage lies not in low-cost pro-

319

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Source: ISO 9000 Registered Company Directory North America

today, U.S. businesses have learned that their

492

412 duction but in providing increasingly more ad-
vanced and higher-quality products and services.
In recognition of this attribute, firms have begun
to commit to internationally recognized quality
processes which help establish their place in the

global market economy. One way of doing so is

to achieve ISO 9000 status, a production man-

agement protocol demonstrating that a

Foreign Direct Investment in Kentucky firm has a rigorous quality control

(in billions)

$11 $12

621 process in place. The number of

§17 Kentucky firms that meet this test of
$16 : .
s1a $15 $15 preparedness for the international

marketplace increased substantially
over the past decade. Moreover, Ken-
tucky achieved the ranking of eighth in

1981 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 |[the nation in 2001 in the number of

Sources: Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1998; U.S. Department of .
Commerce; Statistical Abstract of the United States, 2000; and the Kentucky ISO 9000 ﬁrms per laOOO GStathh'

Cabinet for Economic Development

ments.
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15.2 Foreign Direct Investment. Workers in Kentucky benefit
greatly from foreign affiliates, which have created thousands of jobs
across the South and the nation. In addition, these jobs, on average,
tend to pay more than those created by domestic businesses. While
many of these new firms are branch plants that make their most sig-

nificant economic contributions to cities and regions that host their

U.S. headquarters and are subject to

move again, their presence has 612

Value of Kentucky Exports

helped improve the economic cir-| g¢49

cumstances of many families in the| $8
$6 -

. $4 =
Kentucky has seen a rising amount of | ¢,

Commonwealth. During the 1990s,

—— Total

—&— Manufacturing ||

foreign direct investment, which has| $0
increased substantially from the early
1980s.

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development

15.3 Value of Exports. Kentucky’s rising export market shows
how, despite some associated negative consequences, the Common-
wealth has benefited from globalization. The value of Kentucky ex-

ports has more than doubled during the 1990s,
rising from $4.1 billion in 1992 to $10.3 billion
by 2000. Manufacturing exports account for
$9.7 billion, or 94 percent of the state’s 2000
exports.

15.4 Export Ranking. Not surprisingly,
Kentucky has continued to gradually ascend in
the rankings of states by the value of their ex-
ports. Rising exports have helped Kentucky-
based firms stay competitive and increase prof-
itability and market strength. In turn, the eco-
nomic position of communities and families

that rely upon them has been strengthened.

Kentucky’s National Ranking

in Exports, 1993-1999

Year Rank

1993 25

1994 25

1995 24

1996 23

1997 22

1998 22

1999 22
Source: US Bureau of the Census and Kentucky
Cabinet for Economic Development
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GOAL 16

Kentucky will maintain and enhance a strong farm economy through
diversification, internal networks, and agricultural processing industries.

W hile Kentucky’s farm economy has undergone dramatic
1998 | 2000 | 2002 change over the course of recent years, it remains economi-

Making Progress | 28% | 29% | 35%

cally and culturally important to the state. Indeed, one cannot imag-

Standing Still 37% | 33% | 36% || ine Kentucky without the farms that are central to its very identity.

Losing Ground | 36% | 38% | 28% | A more diverse farm economy, however, is not only important but

necessary to the state’s overall economic health. Citizen opinion on
our progress on this goal improved significantly in 2002, but citi-
zens place greater importance on 16 of the 26 goals.

16.1 Farm Income. Net income

Average Net Farm Income, Kentucky, 1990-2000 per farm in Kentucky, where small
620 (current dollars) farms are still quite commonplace,
616 P |fluctuated between $11,000 and
é $12 P e A— / about $14,500 between 1990 and
1 ——e *
3 58 \/ T 1998, but is estimated to have risen
T to more than $18,000 in 2000, due
%0 in large part to payouts from the to-
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000* |bacco settlement. While increases in
* Preliminary Estimate .
Source: Kentucky Agricultural Statistics, selected years farm income Clearly benefit farmers,
rural communities, and the state as a
whole, anticipated sharp declines in total
Top Five Kentucky Crops tobacco production are expected to
by Value of Production adversely affect this classic measure of the
$1$;ggg health of our farm economy in the coming
$800 ] 1996 (— years.
$700 ] 01997 H . . , .
o $600 01998 16.2 Agricultural Diversity. Just as di-
2 $500 01999 H versity of industries within a state helps
= 5400 w2000 |1 rotect its economic health, diversity of
$300 — p ’ y
$200 crops is widely recognized as one of the
e s = improvi ’
$0 keys to improving Kentucky’s farm
Tobacco Hay Corn  Soybeans  Wheat economy. Crops produced by Kentucky
Source: Kentucky Agricultural Statistics, various years farrners iIl 2000 were Valued at $1 66 bll—
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lion, up fractionally from the $1.65 billion recorded in 1999.
Kentucky’s top five crops accounted for 99 percent of the total value
of all crops grown in Kentucky. Tobacco, which remains
Kentucky’s most profitable crop, declined almost 30 percent in total
value from 1997 to 2000. After a slight increase in 1998, hay has
fallen 90 percent in value.

16.3 Value-Added Food Products. While our relatively rural
state is indicative of its prosperous farm economy, Kentuckians
could derive further benefits by in-

vesting in and creating businesses Value Added to Food Products by Kentucky-Based

that refine or produce our indige- Manufacturers

nously grown crops. Instead, many gg:g o 92 $2.7 $23 o 4 $25 g5 3
of these benefits are lost when we| o $2.0 g1.3 815 15 316 g1.7 $19 819

ship valuable commodities to other :f 21:3

states for processing where gg:g

significant value is added to the raw 1982 1984 1985 1986 1987 1990 1991 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
pI'OdU.Ct. Fortunately, we see that Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development and US Census Bureau

Kentucky manufacturers have be-
gun to develop and take advantage of the benefits this sector has to
offer, increasing the value of food products within our borders.

16.4 Farms. By tracking changes in the total number of

farms and small farms (less than 50 acres), we can monitor Number of Farms in Kentucky

one of the many ways in which Kentucky’s farm economy| -

B Small Farms O Total Farmsl

and its rural communities are changing. From 1987 to| ¢ 80

1997, Kentucky experienced a decline in the total number g 28

of farms, as well as the number of small farms. The £ 20

declining number of farms is linked to several trends, in- 0 1992 1997
cluding the sharp decline in the value of Kentucky’s Source: Census of Agriculture, 1997

leading cash crop due to larger consumer, health, and eco-
nomic forces; the broad shift toward agribusiness operations; and

the increasing urbanization of the population.
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GOAL 17

Kentucky will develop and enhance its physical infrastructure to support
and sustain economic development and a high quality of life.

1998

2000

2002

Making Progress

40%

37%

36%

Standing Still

42%

42%

modern physical infrastructure is the backbone of a vibrant

economy and the higher quality of life it enables for all. A

modern, safe, and well-maintained infrastructure has become the

51% || cornerstone of a civilized society. Here, citizen confidence in our

Losing Ground

19%

22%

13% || progress continues to falter.

17.1 Access to Water, Sewer Systems, and Garbage Collection.

100% A
80% -
60% A
40% -
20% -

percent

0%

Kentucky Households with
Access to Water and Sewage

82

87

1990
002000

57 60

Drinking Water

Sewage

Source: Environmental Quality Commission

An estimated 87 percent of Kentuckians now have ac-
cess to public drinking water, but access varies by
county. While 100 percent of Fayette County residents
are served by public water systems, only 37 percent of
Knott County households are. Only an estimated 60 per-
cent of Kentucky households are connected to public
sewer systems. In 1990 the state adopted a universal
collection law requiring counties to provide garbage col-
lection services, but it did not mandate participation.
Still, an estimated 93 to 95 percent of households par-
ticipate.

17.2 Roads and Highways. Safe and adequate roads are key to

millions

Number of Households Participating in
Door-to-Door Garbage Collection

1.6 1

1.2 1

0.8 1

0.4 1

0.0 4

1993~

1994*

1995 1996

Source: Environmental Quality Commission
*Data represents total collection; door-to-door collection data not available.
**Decline in households participating in door-to-door garbage collection
between 1998 and 1999 is attributed to reporting discrepancies by counties,
according to the Ky. Division of Waste Management, County Solid Waste

1997

economic growth and a better quality of life
for Kentuckians. A recent study ranked Ken-
tucky 10th among the states in meeting this
need on a fairly thin budget. They concluded
that Kentucky is spending less per mile than
most states and still maintaining relatively
healthy roadways. Specifically, our rural in-
terstate and major rural roads are in excellent

shape. However, we lost ground, compara-

1998 1999  [tively speaking, due to our worse-than-

national average standings in urban interstate

pavements, urban congestion, bridge condi-

tions, narrow lanes, and accident rates.
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17.3 Bridges. Complementary to a Kentucky Roads and Highways
healthy roadway system, bridges also in Fair or Better Condition

contribute to the economic good and| 190% gg 91 91 90 gg 89
80% -

84 83
quality of life in our state. In many
cases, a community’s sense of identity is| 607 1
linked to the presence of a prominent| 40%

bridge. Structurally and functionally| 20% 1

sound bridges facilitate the flow of| 0%
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

gOOdS and SCrvices throughout the COl’l’l- Source: Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

monwealth. Bridges that are [

structurally deficient or Status of Bridges in Kentucky, 1990-2001
functionally obsolete are not

necessarily unsafe, but rather too

narrow or below the capacity of

thousands

modern standards. The number of

O =~ N W O

structurally deficient bridges in
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Kentucky declined steadily in the

O Structurally Deficient B Functionally Obsolete
19908 Whlle the number Of Source: Kentucky Transportation Cabinet I I

functionally obsolete bridges |

remained essentially unchanged. Kentucky's Ranking in Availability of
17.4 Mass Transit. In addition to| Urban Mass Transit Miles
providing vitally important public ac-{ & ,
$ 271 27 29 30 28 28 g7 29 29
cess to urban dweller